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SANGITA GAIROLA 
JOINT SECRETARY 







SECRET/MOST IMMEDIATE 

STTTcT €TV|T 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


D.O.No. VI/11034/18/98. D(III) 


New Delhi, the 21st April, 1999 


iXkJU 



I am sending herewith 45 copies each (in Hindi 
and English) of the Cabinet Note on appointment of a 
Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. It is 
requested that this item may be included in the agenda 
for consideration by the Cabinet in its next meeting. 


With regards, 




Shri P. Gopalakrishnan, 

Deputy Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat, 



Yours sincerely, 





v 




. . . .. j _ , 

Ma i t ra . 


“ » ^ cxrnrpTi 5 

A majority of this 


STm 31 s l r Bo s e and Sh ri S . N . 
committee, after a full enquiry. 
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NOTE FOR THE CABINET 


Subject: Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to enquire 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

1 . Backg round : 

1.1 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, one of India's greatest 
sons, described as a "patriot of patriots" by Gandhiji, was 
fiercely committed to the cause of India's freedom. He 
believed that the British had to, and could, be driven away 
through armed action. He founded the Azad Hind Sarkar and 
led the Indian National Army (INA), in the fight against the 
British. He tirelessly moved from Malaya to Singapore, to 
Burma to Japan mobilising support and planning tactics and 
succeeded in getting Japan to extend its aid. He was on one 
of his missions when his airplane crashed immediately after 
take-off in Taihoku (Formosa), on 18 August, 1945. 

1.2 Netaji had by then created an undying image for 

himself amongst his countrymen and such was his aura, and 

the awe in which he was held, that the report of his demise 
in a hospital, following the crash, was not universally 

accepted and, in fact, there has been an agonising question 
ma rk ove r it. 

1.3 Government of India took note of the sentiment of 

millions of Indians who debated the veracity of the report 
of the aircrash and his subsequent death. It decided to 
institute an enquiry to ascertain the truth. In April, 1956, 
it was headed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, a close associate of 
Netaji, and it comprised Shri Sisir Bose and Shri S.N. 

Maitra. A majority of this committee, after a full enquiry. 
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concluded that Netaji had indeed died in the plane crash and 
his mortal remains were kept in Renkoji Temple in Japan. The 
Government accepted this finding but it was not accepted by 
some sections of our people. 

1.4 Demands were made by a number of Members of 

Parliament for a fresh enquiry. The Government of India, 
therefore, decided to set up a Judicial enquiry. In July, 
1970, Justice G.D. Khosla was appointed to head this 
Commission of Inquiry. He completed his enquiry and he also 
concluded that Netaji had died as a result of the plane 
crash. The Central Cabinet accepted the finding of this 
Commission of Inquiry in August, 1974. But once again this 
finding did not gain universal acceptance such was Netaji's 

persona and his popular charisma. 

% 

2 . Subsequent development s-Response of India's Prime 

Minister In 1978: 

2.1 Sh ri Samar Guha, M.P., one of those with whom the 

report of Netaji's demise did not carry credibility^ raised 
the matter in the Lok Sabha on a number of occasions and 
demanded another enquiry. On 28th August, 1978, Shri Morarji 
Desai, the then Prime Minister, responded to this in the Lok 
Sabha by stating that: 

"the majority report of the first Committee and 
Shri Khosla held the report of the death as true. 
Since then, reasonable doubts have been cast on the 
correctness of the conclusions reached in the two 
repvSjb rt s and various important contradictions in 
the testimony of witnesses have been noticed. In 
the light of these doubts and co n t rad i c t iu ns and 
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those records, Government finds it difficult to 
accept that the earlier conclusions are decisive. 
At the same time. Government feels that no useful 
purpose would be served by having any further 
inquiry. I hope that in the light of this 
statement, my Hon. friend will withdraw his 
motion". 

2.2 Sh ri Samar Guha replied as follows:- 

"Sir, Today is a great day for the whole Indian 
people because a mortal sin, a treacherous crime 
that was committed against the epic hero of Indian 
freedom has been undone. If I say that Netaji was 
given burial, out of political conspiracy, it would 
not be an exaggeration. Although there was not an 
iota of doubt or any positive proof to the contrary 
that the plane crash was nothing but fake, and the 
alleged crash did not involve Netaji at all." 

3. Immediate cause of action: 


3.1 Much later arose the question of bringing back 

Netaji's mortal remains from Japan. It was felt that this 
could be done only if public opinion favoured it. While 
efforts to build such a favourable public opinion about this 
were to be undertaken, one Shri Rudra Jyoti Bha t t acha rj ee 
of Calcutta filed Writ Petition No. 281 in the Calcutta High 
Court in April, 1998 demanding a fresh enquiry into Netaji 's 
alleged disappearance. A few other almost identical Writ 

P 

Petitions were filed in the Supreme Court and the High 
Courts of Calcutta and Orissa. These touched upon issues 
like the 'posthumous' grant of the 'Bharat Ratna' to Netaji, 
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whether he was declared a war criminal, under what 
circumstances his mortal remains can at at all be brought 
back to India, etc. 

3.2 The Calcutta High Court in its verdict dated 

30.4.1998 on the Writ Petition of Shri Bha t t a cha r j ee issued 
directions for "a vigorous enquiry in accordance with law by 
appointing, if necessary, a Commission of Inquiry" as a 
special case for the purpose of giving an end to this 
controversy. The points on which the focus of the enquiry is 
to be directed are as follows: 

"a) whether Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Is dead or 
alive; 

b) if he is dead whether he died in the plane 
crash, as alleged; 

c) whether the ashes in the Japanese Temple are 
ashes of Netaji; 

d) whether he has died in any other manner at any 
other place and, if so, when and how; 

e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 

The respondents shall follow for the said purpose 
the directions of this Court given in W.P. No. 1805 
of 1997 namely, to take the people of India in 
conf idence . 

Respondents shall at appropriate level examine/ 
scrutinise all publications pertaining to the 
matter as above and proscribe, if necessary, all 
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such publications which appear to touch the 
question of death or otherwise of Netaji if the 
same has the effect of disturbing the public order 
and causing incitement to violence. 

Respondents, if so advised, shall inform all 
publication Houses to take its prior permission 
before any publication on the subject above is made 
and before granting such permission scrutinise in 
the manner as indicated above." 

4. Resolution of West Bengal Legislative Assembly: 

4.1 The West Bengal Legislative Assembly also, on 

29.12.1998, adopted a motion demanding; 

% 

"that the Government of India should make necossary 
arrangements for availability of records and 
documents in and outside India so that the scholars 
and people could have access to them and also to 
institute a fresh enquiry commission in order to 
remove the mystery regarding the whereabouts of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose". 




4.2 


4.3 


The full text is at Appendix-II. 


The State Government has recommended setting up of 
an enquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Its letter is at Append i x- 1 1 I . 


5. Exploring avenues to meet the development s-meet lng of 

eminent opinion makers : 


5.1 Government of India 

the Calcutta High Court and 


took note of the judgement of 
the motion passed by the West 
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Bengal Legislative Assembly. A meeting of eminent persons 
was convened by the Union Home Minister on 25.3.1999 to 
discuss the manner in which action be taken to give effect 
to the directions of the Calcutta High COurt and the motion 
of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly. The invitees were 
close associates of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose as well as 
some other persons whose views would be crucial injtaking a 
decision in the matter. Those who attended are Col. G.S. 
Dhillon, Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, Justice (Retd) R.S. Narula, 
Dr. D.B. Kalmankar, Shri Soli Sorabji, Attorney General of 
India and representatives of the Prime Minister's Office, 
Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Defence, 
Department of Education, Ministry of Law, and officials of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. Col. Laxmi Sehgal who was 
i nv i t ed^ cou Id not attend, but she sent her views which were 
circulated to all those who attended the meeting. 

5.2 Discussions in the meeting were based on the 

personal knowledge and experiece of those present, the 
findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and the Khosla 
Commission. It was ultimately felt that in order to take the 
matter to its logical end and that also once for all, it 
would be advisable to setup another Commission of Inquiry as 
a very special case for the purpose of arriving at a 
definite conclusion regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

6 . Proposed action plan: 

6.1 It is, therefore, proposed to appoint a Commission 

of Inquiry under Section 3 of the Commissions of Inquiry 
Act, 1952 to enquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The terms of reference of the 
Commission are contained in the draft notification which is 
at Appendix- IV. 
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6.2 It is also proposed that the Chief Justice of India 

may be approached to suggest the name of a suitable person 
from amongst retired Judges of High Courts or the Supreme 
Court of India to conduct the enquiry. 


6.3 It is further proposed to have a number of posts 

created viz one post of Chairman; one post of Secretary; one 
post of Officer on Special Duty and 21 other posts 
representing the supporting staff in the scales of pay 
indicated against each post in the statement at Appendix-V 
with a view to enable the Commission to commence functioning 
without undue delay. The number of posts projected at 
Appendix-V, depending upon the functional requirement once 
the Commission gets going, may go up further. This 
additional requirement of further posts also needs to be 
kept in view. 

7 . Approval sought: 

7.1 Approval of the Cabinet is therefore solicited to 

the following:- 

(i) Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry as 
proposed in para 6.1 and 6.2 above and; 


(ii)Creatlon of initial requirement of supporting 
staff for the Commission as contained in para 

6.3 above. 

8. A statement of implementation schedule is at 

Appendix- I . 
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9. The views of the Ministry of Law, Justice and 

Company Affairs were sought in the matter and are yet to bo 
received. Their views may be ascertained in the meeting. 


10. Views of Ministry of Finance have been obtained 

(Appendix-VI) . The overall financial implication for the 
creation of posts as proposed at Appendix-V works out to 

approximately Rs . 38,80,000 p.a. Specific proposals for 

creation of posts would be moved on file separately to 

Ministry of Finance (Department of Expenditure) once the 
proposal is approved. 

11. This note has been seen and approved by the Home 

Minister. 


Date : 21st.April, 19 9 9 


(NIKHIL KUMXr) 
Special Sec ret a ry ( ISP ) 
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STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 


Subject : Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to enquire into the alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


List of the decisions required Projected benefits/results 


Time schedule for manner of 
implementation/reporting to 
Cabinet Secretariat. 


Directions of the Cabinet are 
solicited for appointing a Commi- 
ssion of Inquiry under the Commi- 
ssions of Inquiry Act; 1952 ( 60 
of 1952) to inquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and creation 
of posts with regard thereto. 


The inquiry will give an end to the 
controversy of alleged disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Steps for 

Commission 

immediately 


appointment of the 
will be taken 

on Cabinet approval. 


<0 

( NlKH£L"t(UMAR ) 
Special Secretary (ISP) 
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CONTENTS OF THE MOTION AS ADOPTED BY 
THE WEST BENCAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLE 


ON 24,12.98. 


This House notes^lth grave concern- 

tha t the people and scholars of India are still in the dark 
about the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose during the Second World War: 

that different statements were made on the floors of 
Parliament at different times regarding whereabouts of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

that the judicial pronouncements of the Supreme Court < 
and High Court in India created more suspicions in the 
minds of people of India regarding Netaji* s alleged death 
in the plane crash: and 

that the records and documents in different countries 
of Europe, America, Far East and South East Asia and also 
India regarding the mysterious disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose after alleged plane crash have not been 
made available to the people and scholars of India. 

This House is of the opinion- 

that the report of the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose on an alleged plane crash has not been proved beyond 
doubt: and 

that the report of the two Commissions of Enquiry set 
up by the Government of India are not believed by the 
people and scholars of India. 

This House, therefore, th rough the State Government 
demands that the Government of India should make necessary 
arrangements for availability of records and documents in 
and outside India so that the scholars and people could 
have access to them and also to institute a fresh enquiry 
comm ission in order to remove. the mystery regarding the 
whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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Government of West Bengal 
Department of Parliamentary' Affairs 
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No. 


pated 6th April. IW9. 


From : R.P S. Kahlon. IAS 

Joint Secretuiy. 

Parliamentary Affairs Department. 
Government of West Bengal. 

To : Shn A K. Paitundi, IAS 

Director. Internal Security, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of Lidia 
Fax No. Oil - 301 _<750 


Sir, 

please tecall youi' telephonic conversation with Principal Setretaiy, Home and I iome 
Seer Mary, Government of West Bengal on 5(li April. 1 999 regarding tlie setting up of f 
Commission of Enquiry into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji Subluis Chandra Boie. A 
resolution rep.ardirie this subject was adopted in the West Bengal Legislative Assembly oji 
Decotnbei 24 1 991* 


Tbt* State Government recommands setting up of an inquire nto the ’’myst Trip u:* 
disappearance ofNViaji 'mOYas ChumlraBose. 



Yours fait dill ly, 




Y Lvj t- y\/ 

(K.P.S. Kaldt'C) 
Joint Secretary. . 

(o , 
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(TO BE PUBLISHED IN PART II, SECTION 3, SUB SECTION(ii) OF THE 
GAZETTE OF INDIA, EXTRAORDINARY DATED ) 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Delhi, the 


S.O. Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee and 

Khosla Commission of Inquiry appointed by the Government of 
India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively to inquire 
into and to report to the Government of India on the 

circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945 ( his 
reported death ns a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to the 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose ‘met his death in an* 
air crash. 


And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the problem of finding the truth about Netaji's 
death still remains. 


And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter. 

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed 

Government of India to launch a vigorous inquiry , if 

necessary by setting up of a Commission of Inquiry for the 
purpose of giving an end to the controversy. 

And, whereas a resolution has been passed in West 

Bengal Assembly wherein a demand has been made for a further 
inquiry into the matter. 

And whereas the Central Government is of opinion that 
it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for the 
purpose of making inquiry into a definite matter of a public 

importance/ namely the disappearance of (letaji Subaah Chandra 

Bose in 1945. 

Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred by 

Section 3 of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952( 60 of- 1952 ), 
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the Central Government hereby appoints a Commission of Inquiry 
consisting of 


c 

j 2. The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 

circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments' connected 
therewith including:- • 

(a) whether Netaji Subash Chandra Bose is dead or 
alive; 

(b) if he is dead ( whether he died in the plant crash/ 
as alleged: 

(c) whether the as lies in the Japanese temple are asliea 

of Netaji; * , 

' (d) whether he has died in any other manner at any 
other place and# if so# when and how; 

(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts ,. 

CmU k 7 Ife <^L- C-v.* 

3, The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 

Government as soon as possible but not later than 6 months 
from the date of publication of this Notification. 




4. The headquarters of the Commission shall be at New 

Delhi# and/or any other place determined by the Commission. 


5. The Central Government is of the opinion that# having 
regard to the nature bf .the inquiry to be made and other 
circumstances of the case# all the provisions of sub- 
section^)# sub-s ect ion ( 3 ) # sub-sect ion ( 4 ) and su b-s e c t i on ( 5 ) 
of Section 5 of the Commission^ of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 
1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 
Central Government# in exercise of the powers conferred by 

t 

sub-sect ion ( 1 ) of the said section 5, hereby directs all the 
provisions of the said sub-section (2) to (5) of that section 
shall apply to the Commission. 

(File No. VI/11034/10 /9 0-lS(L>. Ill) 
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No.’ 

Designation £ Scale of Pay 

Date 

No. of Post 

1. 

Chairman (Rs.30,000 fixed) 


1 

2 . : 

Secretary(Rs.l4,300-18,300) 


1 

3. . 

i 

Officer on Special Duty 
(Rs. 12, 750-16, 500) 


1 

4. 

1 

Court Master 
(Rs. 10, 000-15, 200) 


1 

5. 

1 

6. ' 

.Section Officer 
(Rs. 6, 500-10, 500) 


2 

Assistant 
(Rs. 5 ,500-9000) 


2 

7. • 

Accountant 
(Rs. 5, 500-9000) 


l 

0. 

Cashier , 

(Rs. 5, 500-9000) 


1 

9. 

« 

• 

Typist 

(Rs. 3, 050-4, 590) 


2 

10. 

Principal Pvt. Secy. 

(Rs. 10, 000-15, 200) 


1 

11. 

9 

Private Secretary 
(Rs. 6, 500-10, 500) 



12. 

St eno Gr'C 1 
( Rs . 5 , 500-9,000) 


2 

13. 

Peon 

(Rs. 2550-3200) 


3 


. . .contd. ...15/- 
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J a mad a r 

(Rs. 2610-3540) 


Safalwala 

(Ra. 2550-3200) 


1 * 
I 


16. Bailiff 


•> * 



17. Process Server 
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CABINET NOTE ON APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION OF 

INQUIRY TO ENQUIRE INTO THE ALLEGED DISAPPEARANCE 

OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


Analysis of the Comments received from Ministry of Finance/ 
Department of Expenditure 


Comments 


MHA 1 s clarification 


Two enquiries, first in 1956 and 
second in 1970 have already been 
conducted holding that Netaji 
had died. It is doubtful if 
after a lapse of so many years 
a fresh enquiry would yield 
different results. The setting 
up of another Commission seems 
avoidable . 


No tenure for the Commission of 
Inquiry has been prescribed. 
This is required so as to 
assess the financial implica- 
tions . 

Budgetary support required has 
not been indicated and is 
required to be brought out. 


In keeping with the Department 
of Expenditure's O.M. dated 
8.10.1987 relating to terms and 
conditions of retired judges 
appointed as Chairman/Members 
of Commissions of Inquiry, the 
pay scale for the Chairman 
would be Rs . 30,000/- only if 
he is a retired judge of the 
Supreme Court or Chief Justice 
of a High Court. 


SECRET 


The present Commission under 
the Commission of Inquiry Act 
is being proposed in compliance 
of the judgement of the 
Calcutta High Court on Writ 
Petition No. 281 and a Motion 
adopted in the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on 
29.12.98, which has been duly 
recommended by the West Bengal 
Government . 


The draft notification (Appen- 
dix-IV) prescribes a term of 6 
months for the Commission. 


Approximately, an amount of 
Rs . 38,80,000 per annum will be 
required on account of salary 
for the Chairman and other 
officers/staff mentioned in the 
statement at Appendix-V. 
However, this is the initial 
requirement for enabling the 
Commission to commence 
functioning, and may go up 
further depending on the actual 
requirement . 


The proposal contained in para 
6.2 viz. to appoint a person 
from amongst retired Judges of 
High Courts or the Supreme 
Court of India to conduct the 
enquiry is tentative and would 
depend on the approval of the 
Cabinet . 


Contd ... 17/- 
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As regards creation of other 
posts, the proposal should be 
referred on file bringing out 
full functional justification 
for creation of each post duly 
supported by matching savings. 


A specific proposal will be 
moved on file separately for 
the creation of the posts 
bringing out full functional 
justification for creation of 
each post and will be referred 
to the Ministry of Finance, 
Department of Expenditure, 
after approval in principle by 
Cabinet . 
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SECRET 

NO. 24/CM/99 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL 

New Delhi, the 1st May, 1999. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
COPY NO. . 

SARKAR) 

SACHIVALAYA) 


The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith the 
minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on the 28th April, 
1999. (Case Nos . 160/24/99 to Case Nos. 168/24/99). 


To 


(S. Sasi Kumar) 
for Cabinet Secretary 
Tele : 3015344 


All Members of the Cabinet. 


Copy, with a copy of the minutes, forwarded to Shri K.C. 
Pant, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission. 

(S. Sasi Kumar) 
for Cabinet Secretary 


Copy, with a copy of the minutes, also forwarded to the 
following in respect of the Case(s) mentioned against each:- 


Shri Sompal, Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Water Resources. 


(Case Nos . 160 
( and 161 
( 

( 


Smt. Maneka Gandhi, Minister of State 
(Independent charge) of the 
Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment . 


( Case No .166 

( 

( 

( 


R> 

(S. Sasi Kumar) 
for Cabinet Secretary 


Copy, with a copy of the minutes, also forwarded to:- 

Secretary to the President. 

Secretary to the Vice-President. 

(S. Sasi Kumar) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


*ANV* 
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No. 24/CM/99 (i) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 



New Delhi, the 1st May, 1999. 


The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith the 
minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on the 28th April, 
1999. (Case Nos . 160/ 24/99 to Case Nos. 168/24/99). 


To 




(S. Sasi Kumar) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 
Tele : 3015344 


Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
Secretary to the Prime Minister. 


Copy, with a copy of the relevant minutes, forwarded to the 
following in respect of the case(s) mentioned against each: - 


Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries . 

Foreign Secretary. 

Secretary, Department of Agriculture 
and Cooperation. 

Secretary, Ministry of Textiles. 
Secretary, Planning Commission. 


Finance Secretary. 


(Case No. 160 

( 

( 

( Case Nos .160 
( and 161 

(Case No . 161 

(Case Nos . 161 , 
( 163 and 164 

(Case Nos . 161 
( and 164 


Secretary, Department of Expenditure. 


(Case Nos. 161, 162 
( 164,165 and 167 


Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 
Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs. 


(Case Nos. 162, 163 
( 166 and 167 

( Case Nos .163 
(166 and 167 


Secretary , 
Secretary, 


Ministry of Programme 
Implementation . 
Ministry of Power. 


(Case No. 164 

( 

( 


Chairman, Railway Board. (Case No. 165 

Secretary, Ministry of Personnel , Public ( 

Grievances and Pensions. ( 


Secretary , 
Secretary , 


Ministry of Social Justice (Case No, 166 
and Empowerment . ( 

Ministry of Urban Development^ 




(S. Sasi Kumar) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet, 


*ANV* 
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No. 24/CM/99 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CABINET HELD AT 1130 HOURS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 
28TH APRIL, 1999, IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
(NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 167/24/99 


OTHER ITEM 
Item 8 


Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to 
enquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

y? 'j* 

/ 

The Cabinet considered the note dated 21.4.99 from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs (Grih Mantralaya) , circulated in 
the meeting, and approved the proposals contained in 
paragraph 7.1 thereof, with the modification that the 
creation of the posts of the supporting staff below joint 
secretary level for the Commission may be separately 
processed in consultation with the Department of 
Expenditure . 


*GSH* 

copies . 
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In accordance with the Rules of Procedure in 
Regard to Proceedings of the Cabinet (Rule 10) , 
progress of action to implement the decision may be 
included in the Ministry's Monthly Summary for the 
information of the Members of the Council of Ministers. 

Action taken to implement the decision may be 
communicated to the Cabinet Secretariat with reference 
to the Implementation Schedule attached to the agenda 
note . 


M 
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No. 2 81/12/2/99 -Cab. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 


New Delhi, the 6th August, 1999. 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject: Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to enquire into 

the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bosh. 


The undersigned is directed to refer to the Cabinet 
Secretariat Memo. No . 24/CM/99 ( i) dated 1st May, 1999 forwarding the 
minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 28th April, 1999 
(Case No . 167/24/99 ) on the above mentioned subject and to request 
that action taken in pursuance of the decision of the Cabinet may 
kindly be intimated to the Cabinet Secretariat immediately. 






(S. SASI KUMAR) 

UNDER SECRETARY 
TELE: 3015344. 

He 

TO, 

Min. of Home Affairs, 

(Kind Attn..- Smt . Sangita Gairola, Joint Secretary), 
NEW DELHI. 
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No. VI/11034/18/98-IS(D.III) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

it it it it 


New Delhi, the 10th August, 1999. 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject : Appointment of a Commission of Inquiry to 
enquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Nataji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

* * * * 


The undersigned is directed to refer to Cabinet 
Secretariat O.M. No. 281/12/2/99-Cab . dated 6th August, 1999 
on the subject noted above and to say that the Notification 
appointing a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India, 
has already been issued by the Central Government on 
14.5.1999. A copy of the Notification is enclosed for 
reference. 

2. As regards the creation of posts, it may be stated 
that the required number of posts, as projected in the Cabinet 
Note submitted by this Ministry, have already been created in 
consultation with the Department of Expenditure. A copy of 
the communication issued by this Ministry in this regard is 
also enclosed for ready reference. 






To 


Cabinet Secretariat, 
(Shri S. Sasi Kumar, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, 



Under Secretary), 


) 

OF INDIA. 


NEW DELHI. 


(*&J STJ! PUBLISHED IN PART II, SECTION 3, SUB SECTION(ii) OF THE 
GAZETTE OF INDIA, EXTRAORDINARY DATED 14.5.1999) 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 14.5.99 


S.O A3.9. ..(E)- Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
and the- Khosla Commission of Inquiry appointed by the 
Government of India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively 
to inquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to tne 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air crash; 

And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji 's 
death still remains;' 

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter; 

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the 
Government of India for a vigorous inquiry in accordance with 
Law, if necessary, by appointing a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of giving an end to this controversy; 

Ana, whereas a Motion was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly wherein a demand has been 
made for a fresh inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery 
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 

And whereas the Central Government is of the opinion 
that it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of making an indepth inquiry into a definite 
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby 
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

2. The Corni. ission shall inquire into all the facts arid 
circumstances r ’ated to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected 
therewith including ; - 
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0 


) 
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as alleged; 

(c) whether the- ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes 
of Netaji; 

(d) whether lie has died in any other mariner at any 
other place and, if so, when and how; 

(e) if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts. 


3. The Commission shall also examine the manner in which 
the exercise of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the 
question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undertaken by 
the Central Government in the circumstances. 

4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 
Government as soon as possible but not later than six months 
from the date of publication of this notification. 

** • 

5. The headquarters of the Commission shall be at New 
Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the Commission. 


6. The Central Government is of the opinion that, having 
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and other 
circumstances of the case, all the provisions of sub- 
section^), sub-sect ion( 3 ) , sub-sect ion ( 4 ) and sub-sect ion ( 5 ) 
of section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 
1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 
Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub- 
section(l) of the said section 5, hereby directs that all the 
provisions of the said sub-sections (2) to (5) of that section 
shall apply to the Commission. 



(NIKHIL KUMAR) 
SPECIAL SECRETARY ( i-SfT 



(F.No. VI/11034/18/98-IS(D.III) 
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No. I/12014/2/99-IS(D.IIl) 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Delhi, Dated the 2nd June, 1999 


ORDER 


Sanction of the President is hereby accorded to 
the creation of the following temporary Group 'A', ' B ' , 

1 C 1 and 'D 1 posts for Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry for a period of six months with effect from 
14.5.99 or from the date(s) these posts are filled up 
whichever is later 


S . No . Designation & Scale of post 


No. of Posts 


1 . Chairman , 1 

(Rs.30,000 fixed) 

2. Secretary, 1 

(Rs. 14, 300-18, 300) 

3. Officer on Special Duty 1 

(Rs. 12, 750-16, 500) 

4. Court Master, 1 

(Rs. 10,000-15,200) 

5. Section Officer, 2 

(Rs. 6, 500-10, 500) 

6 . Assistant , 2 

(Rs. 5500-9000) 

7 . Accountant , 1 

(Rs. 5500-9000) 

8. Cashier, 1 

(Rs. 5500-9000) 

9. Typist, 2 

(Rs. 3050-4590) 

10. principal Pvt. Secretary 1 

(Rs. 10, 000-15, 200) 

11. Private Secretary, 2 

(Rs .6500-10 , 500) 

12. Steno Gr 'C' 2 

(Rs. 5500-9000) 

13. Peon 3 

(Rs. 2550-3200) 

14. Jamadar 1 

(Rs. 2610-3540) 

15. Safaiwala 1 

(Rs. 2550-3200) 

16. Bailiff 1 

(Rs. 2610-3540) 

17. Process Server 1 

Rs. 2610-3540 


Total 


24 


2. The expenditure involved will be debitable to 
Major Head 20 70 -Other Administrative Services, 105- 
Special Commissions of Inquiry, 02-Other Commissions, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to enquire into 
the aspect of disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
under Grant No. 42 of Ministry of Home Affairs for 1999- 
2000 . 

3. This issues with the approval of Integrated 
Finance Division Vide their Dy. No. 923/Fin. V/99 dated 
2.6.1999 . 



(V.P. BHATIA) 
UNDER SECRETARY 
Tele No. 3015700 

No. I/12014/2/99-IS(D. Ill ) Dated the 2nd June, 1999 


Copy to: 

1. Shri Justice M.K. Mukherjee, Chairman , Just ice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, GD 359, Sector 
III, Salt Lake City, Calcutta-700019 

2. Budget-I Section, MHA 

3. FA ( Home ) , MHA, New Delhi 

4. Cash-I Section, MHA, New Delhi 

5. Cash-II Section, MHA, New Delhi 

6. Finance V Desk, MHA, New Delhi 

7. Ad . I I / . Ad . I I I Section, MHA, New Delhi. 

8. Spare Copies (five) 


(V.P. BHATIA) 
UNDER SECRETARY 


